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1
QUASI-OPTICAL AMPLIFIER

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to quasi-optical power gen-
eration and in particular to a modified photonic bandgap
crystal that acts as a quasi-optical amplifier or as a frequency
source.

BACKGROUND ART

Quasi-optical power generation is currently an area of
great interest that is being heavily researched and funded by
the Department of Defense because of a lack of frequency
sources in the millimeter and sub-millimeter wave frequency
ranges. High power vacuum tube devices are available, but
are not practical, especially in space communication
applications, due to their large size and weight. Additionally,
these devices require high voltages that are costly to operate.
Therefore, the research efforts described above are focused
at developing a high-power solid-state frequency source at
millimeter and sub-millimeter wavelengths.

To achieve the desired power, prior art devices require
spatial power combining and the use of individual oscillators
that must be synchronized to oscillate in the same frequency
and phase.

There are several known methods used to synchronize the
oscillations. These include, for example, a Fabry-Perot
resonator, use of an externally injected signal, coupling
between radiating elements and transmission line connec-
tions between oscillators.

Current methods of synchronization have significant
drawbacks. The output power of such techniques is limited
by antenna efficiency. An outside power source is required in
order to generate an externally injected signal which adds
cost and complexity to the system. The upper frequency of
such techniques is limited by the need to interconnect
oscillators. Also, the above mentioned techniques and
devices, and in particular the Fabry-Perot resonator, usually
require a non-planar construction which adds complexity
and cost to the manufacture of such devices.

There is a need for a high-power solid-state millimeter
and sub-millimeter wave source that has an integrated planar
structure, is self-synchronized, and has the potential for high
output power.

It is an object of the present invention to provide a
high-power solid-state millimeter and sub-millimeter wave
source that has an integrated planar structure, is self-
synchronized, and has the potential for high output power.

It is another object of the present invention to apply active
devices in the alternate layers of a photonic bandgap crystal
to provide a wave source with the potential for high power
output.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention incorporates a photonic bandgap
crystal, designed to operate within a specific frequency
range, with active devices, such as amplifiers and oscillators,
to create a high-power solid-state frequency source. The
photonic crystal is modified to have characteristics, herein-
after called alternate layers that are also referred to as
“defects”. The alternate layers enhance field amplitude and,
by being coupled to active devices, significantly increase the
amplitude of a wave as it propagates through the photonic
bandgap crystal.

A photonic bandgap crystal is a periodic, or nearly
periodic, structure that supports the propagation of electro-
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2

magnetic radiation except at certain bandgap frequencies.
The photonic bandgap crystal has a plurality of layers,
several of which are specially dimensioned and spaced so as
to create a matrix of alternate layers. The alternate layers are
referred to as “defects” because they are either dimension-
ally different from the surrounding layers of the crystal, or
they contain a dielectric material that differs from the
surrounding layers of the crystal.

In the present invention, the alternate layers have a
predetermined absorption and are populated by active
devices. The active devices are amplifiers if the crystal is to
function as an amplifier, or oscillators if the crystal is to
function as a wave source. The location of the active devices
is chosen to coincide with the alternate layers for reasons
that will be described in detail hereinafter.

The alternate layers in the crystal behave as an electro-
magnetic cavity, whereby the field within the cavity reaches
very large amplitudes. Each layer of the photonic crystal has
a refractive index and a length. The crystal is designed such
that the alternate layer is surrounded on either side by a
number of bi-layers. The product of all of the refractive
indices and lengths of the bi-layers on one side of the
alternate layer is equal to the product of the refractive
indices and lengths of the bi-layers on the opposite side of
the alternate layer. Each bi-layer product is equal to one-half
the product of the refractive index and length of the alternate
layer.

The design of the present invention allows the transmis-
sion peak induced by the alternate layer of the photonic
crystal to appear at the center of the bandgap. An examina-
tion of the photonic crystal’s transmittance as a function of
the extinction coefficient, which quantifies the absorption in
the alternate layer, indicates that for an absorption of zero,
the transmittance is unity, and for an absorption less than
zero, the transmittance reflects high power gain.

In effect, the coupling of the active devices to the alternate
layers in the photonic crystal overcomes the absorption in
the alternate layers, creating a negative absorption coeffi-
cient. The active device delivers power to the alternate layer
to compensate for and overcome the losses in the alternate
layer. By configuring a number of alternate layers, each one
being properly compensated, a significant amount of power
gain is realized.

Further features and advantages of the present invention
will be apparent to those skilled in the art from the following
detailed description, taken in connection with the accompa-
nying drawings and the claims appended hereto.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a one-dimensional model of a photonic bandgap
crystal of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a top view of a two-dimensional photonic
bandgap crystal of the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a side view of a photonic bandgap crystal of the
present invention; and

FIG. 4 is a graphical representation of the displacement
field strength typical of an alternate layer of the photonic
bandgap crystal of the present invention.

BEST MODES FOR CARRYING OUT THE
INVENTION

Referring to FIG. 1, there is shown a one-dimensional
model of a photonic bandgap crystal 10 of the present
invention. The frequency response of a photonic bandgap
crystal depends upon a number of parameters, such as the
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dielectric constant of the material used, the shape and
position of the layers and their separations from each other
and the presence of alternate layers, or defects. In FIG. 1 an
alternate layer 12 is shown to be dimensionally different
from a plurality of surrounding bi-layers 14. There are a
predetermined number, N, of bi-layers 14 on either side of
the alternate layer 12 determined based on the frequency
bandgap desired for operation of the present invention.

Referring to FIGS. 2 and 3, which illustrates a two-
dimensional crystal in accordance with the present
invention, the photonic bandgap crystal 10 has a substrate 16
that carries the plurality of bi-layers 14 and the alternate
layers 12. The entire crystal 10 is located in a housing 18
such as a waveguide-like cavity. Connectors 20 are attached
to the sides of the housing 18. The connectors 20 can be
launching and receiving antennas (as shown in FIGS. 2 and
3), or waveguide input and output interfaces (not shown).

The alternate layers 12 of the crystal 10 are spaced
throughout the crystal 10 to create a lattice of alternate layers
12. The alternate layers 12 in the photonic bandgap crystal
behave as an electromagnetic cavity, wherein the alternate
layers 12 the field reach very large amplitudes as shown in
FIG. 4. In use, the crystal 10 is coupled to active devices 22,
such as amplifiers or oscillators, strategically located in the
lattice of alternate layers.

In operation, each of the alternate layers 12 has an
absorption coefficient, K, a refractive index, n,, and a length,
d,. The bi-layers 14 have refractive indices and lengths, n,,,
d, and ng, dj respectively. The photonic bandgap crystal 10
is designed so that the relationship among the alternate
layers 12 and the bi-layers 14 is as follows:

n,d,=ngdg=%nd, [€))
The design ensures the transmission peak induced by a
photonic bandgap crystal alternate layer 12 appears at the
center of the bandgap, in midgap position. The transmission
coefficient, T, at the midgap position is given by T=|t]%,
where t is:

-2
=
[ K\ . (xK\[(ng/na?N  1+iK/nx ]
2COSh(—] +sm}(—] —_— 4+ —H
ny nx L 1+iK/ny  (ng/ns*N

For an absorption coefficient k=0, the transmittance T is
unity. For k less than zero, the transmittance T is greater than
unity. As an example, for k=—0.008 the transmittance, T, is
equal to 1920, which is a significant power gain.

The photonic bandgap crystal 10 of the present invention
creates a negative absorption coefficient by coupling active
devices 22 to the alternate layers 12 in order to overcome the
absorption in each defect. The active device 22 delivers
power to the alternate layer 12 to compensate for and
overcome the losses in the alternate layer 12. When a
number of alternate layers 12, i.e. a lattice of alternate layers
12, is properly compensated, significant power gain is
realized.

It is also possible to provide active devices in all of the
layers of the photonic bandgap crystal, that is in each of the
alternative layers as well as in each of the bi-layers.
Moreover, where the crystal is used as an amplifier, the input
signal to the crystal can be phase-locked to the active
devices.

The advantages of the present invention 10 are significant
in that a high-power solid-state frequency source in the
millimeter and sub-millimeter range is realized. The present
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invention 10 has a planar construction, thereby being less
expensive to manufacture than prior art non-planar devices.
The output power of the present invention 10 is not limited
by antenna efficiency and is amplified within the photonic
bandgap crystal. The present invention 10 may be used as
either a frequency source or an amplifier.

When the present invention 10 is used as a frequency
source, the active devices 22 are oscillators. The oscillators
are self-locked or synchronized based on their placement in
the alternate layers of the photonic bandgap crystal. There is
no need for an externally injected signal. Nor is there a need
for coupling the oscillators in order to achieve synchroni-
zation.

One of the benefits realized from the present invention 10
includes the use of devices with the capability for oscilla-
tions at Terahertz frequencies that are characteristically low
power, i.e. a Resonant Tunneling Diode (RTD). An RTD (not
shown) can be used in combination with the present inven-
tion 10 to obtain useful amounts of power.

Another benefit of the present invention 10 is that the
photonic bandgap crystal retains its inherent filtering prop-
erties and therefore, one skilled in the art would recognize
that the present invention is an “active” photonic crystal.
Output signals at an output port of an active electronic
circuit are typically accompanied by noise signals that result
from spontaneous emission of electromagnetic radiation in
an emission frequency band that is associated with the active
electronic circuit. The photonic bandgap crystal filters the
noise. Lossless filtering applications are possible with the
present invention by mitigating the problem of lossy pho-
tonic crystal materials at microwave frequencies.

It is to be understood that the embodiments of the inven-
tion described above are illustrative only and that modifi-
cations thereof may occur to one skilled in the art.
Accordingly, this invention is not to be regarded as limited
to the embodiments disclosed herein, but is to be limited
only as defined by the claims appended hereto.

What is claimed is:

1. A quasi-optical amplifier comprising:

a housing;

an input port in communication with said housing;

an output port in communication with said housing;

a photonic crystal disposed within said housing, said
photonic crystal having a substrate;

a plurality of layers on said substrate, said plurality of
layers having a predetermined number of bi-layers
having a predetermined refractive index and a prede-
termined dimension;

a lattice of alternate layers interspersed among said plu-
rality of layers, each of said alternate layers having a
predetermined location and a predetermined dimension
with respect to said plurality of layers, said bi-layers
and said alternate layers having a relationship such that
a product of said refractive index and said predeter-
mined dimension of said bi-layers on either side of said
alternate layer being equal, and a product of said
refractive index and said dimension of said alternate
layer being equal to twice the value of said product of
each of said bi-layers; and

an amplifier disposed in each of said alternate layers such
that a field amplitude peak occurs at the midpoint in the
predetermined dimension of each of said alternate
layers creating a negative absorption and resulting in a
power gain.
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2. A quasi-optical oscillator comprising:

a housing;

an input port in communication with said housing;
an output port in communication with said housing;

a photonic crystal disposed within said housing, said
photonic crystal having a substrate, said substrate hav-
ing a plurality of layers;

a lattice of alternate layers interspersed among said plu-
rality of layers, each of said alternate layers having a
predetermined location and a predetermined dimension
with respect to said plurality of layers; and

an oscillator disposed within each of said alternate layers
such that a field amplitude peak occurs at the midpoint
in the predetermined dimension of each of said alter-
nate layers creating a negative absorption and a fre-
quency source having synchronized oscillations.

3. The quasi-optical oscillator as claimed in claim 2
wherein said input port further comprises a launching
antenna and said output port further comprises a receiving
antenna.

4. The quasi-optical oscillator as claimed in claim 2
wherein said input port further comprises an input
waveguide and said output port further comprises an output
waveguide.

5. The quasi-optical oscillator as claimed in claim 2
wherein said plurality of layers further comprises a prede-
termined number of bi-layers on either side of one of said
alternate layers, said bi-layers having a predetermined
refractive index and a predetermined dimension, said
bi-layers and said alternate layers having a relationship such
that a product of said refractive index and said predeter-
mined dimension of said bi-layers on either side of said
alternate layer being equal, and a product of said refractive
index and said dimension of said alternate layer being equal
to twice the value of said product of each of said bi-layers.

6. The quasi-optical oscillator as claimed in claim 5
wherein said relationship among said products of each of
said bi-layers and said product of said alternate layer are
controlled by said predetermined dimensions of said
bi-layers and said alternate layer.

7. The quasi-optical oscillator as claimed in claim §
wherein said relationship among said products of each of
said bi-layers and said product of said alternate layer are
controlled by said refractive indices of said bi-layers and
said alternate layer.

8. The quasi-optical amplifier as claimed in claim 1
wherein said input port further comprises a launching
antenna and said output port further comprises a receiving
antenna.

9. The quasi-optical amplifier as claimed in claim 1
wherein said input port further comprises a waveguide input
and said output port further comprises an waveguide output.
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10. The quasi-optical amplifier as claimed in claim 1
wherein said relationship among said products of each of
said bi-layers and said product of said alternate layer are
controlled by said predetermined dimensions of said
bi-layers and said alternate layer.

11. The quasi-optical amplifier as claimed in claim 1
wherein said relationship among said products of each of
said bi-layers and said product of said alternate layer are
controlled by said refractive indices of said bi-layers and
said alternate layer.

12. A quasi-optical amplifier comprising:

a housing;

an input port in communication with said housing;

an output port in communication with said housing;

a photonic crystal disposed within said housing, said
photonic crystal having a substrate;

a plurality of layers on said substrate;

a lattice of alternate layers interspersed among said plu-
rality of layers, each of said alternate layers having a
predetermined location and a predetermined dimension
with respect to said plurality of layers; and

an oscillator disposed in each of said alternate layers such
that a field amplitude peak occurs at the midpoint in the
predetermined dimension of each of said alternate
layers creating a negative absorption.

13. The quasi-optical amplifier as claimed in claim 12
wherein said input port further comprises a launching
antenna and said output port further comprises a receiving
antenna.

14. The quasi-optical amplifier as claimed in claim 12
wherein said input port further comprises a waveguide input
and said output port further comprises a waveguide output.

15. The quasi-optical amplifier as claimed in claim 12
wherein said plurality of layers further comprises a prede-
termined number of bi-layers on either side of one of said
alternate layers, said bi-layers having a predetermined
refractive index and a predetermined dimension, said
bi-layers and said alternate layers having a relationship such
that a product of said refractive index and said predeter-
mined dimension of said bi-layers on either side of said
alternate layer being equal, and a product of said refractive
index and said dimension of said alternate layer being equal
to twice the value of said product of each of said bi-layers.

16. The quasi-optical amplifier as claimed in claim 12 in
which the input signal is phased-locked to the active devices.

17. The quasi-optical amplifier as claimed in claim 12 in
which oscillators are disposed in each of said plurality of
layers as well as in each of said alternate layers.
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